
This incident has

helped put nature

in perspective for

Mason, who now

regularly pulls

trash out of the

river in order to

care for the 

environment.

A big “friendship”:

Mason with his state

champ red maple.
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house, but instead they nominated the maple to the

Indiana Register of Big Trees. 

Mason frequently asked his father about the

status of their nomination, and they finally were

told that their red maple was indeed a state champ.

It was an exciting moment for Carl and especially

for Mason, who was listed as the nominator. Local

media attention followed, and suddenly the Rubles

and the tree were thrust into the limelight. 

The experience has been especially important

for Mason, who is now 13. Carl has always loved

nature, but this incident has helped put nature in

perspective for Mason, who now regularly pulls

trash out of the river in order to care for the envi-

ronment. Standing at 410 points, the red maple

falls just out of national championship reach, but

still retains champion status in the state of

Indiana. (The current national champ, at 439

points, is in Great Smoky Mountains National

Park, Tennessee.)

This is a story about Carl and Mason Ruble and

their champion red maple, but there is a story wait-

ing to be told about you and your trees. Which ones

around you have stories that need to be told?

Imagine what volumes of history we might write if

trees could speak, but these majestic beings hold

their secrets close and die with them undisclosed.

We must tell trees’ stories. As we do they

become more than branches, trunks, and leaves to

be harvested for lumber or picnicked under and

instead become witnesses to historical events, land-

marks, playgrounds for children, and memorials. 

Will you tell their stories? 

Janelle Phillips is program assistant for AMERICAN

FORESTS’ Global ReLeaf program. 
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